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Deposed Symbol

——By Murray Kempton

ing b(_efore a United States Senate investigating
committee as a responsive, if not entirely friendly,

munist Party was most bowerful and he was its
major symbol. o .

O. John Rogge, Browder's attorney, said today
that the deposed former Communist leader expects
to testify sometime in the next three weeks befaoic
the Senate Committee on Rules and Organization,
of which Sen, Jenner (R-Ind.) is chairman, . :

Rogge sald Browder would be an expert wii:
ness on the “organizational strength” of the Com-
munist Party, : S -

* IR :
Fovawder was deposed as the American party's
‘Jeader in 1945, After eight years of near-silent
xile, he annnounced last year that he had aban-
oned all hope in communism and the Soviet Uni-
n. The investigators have been seeking him out
ver since, most fruitfully in a number of recent

' fonterences between Browder and Municipal Judge

Robert Morris, former counsel to the Jenner Com-
nittee, : Co
Rogge :s4id that Browder has indicated' his
eadiness to' testify before the Jenner Committee
“In large part because of his “trust in Judge Mor-

] * - -
When he appears, he will detonate few bombs,

his testimony. Earl Browder is a defected Com :
]:unist, but he is not a repentant or an apologetic |
bne,

He cohtends tHat his career in politics involved :
oW,/ sins and many acts of virtue and }haﬁhe;
: es _when most Aghericans |
$he Communi3fs as they
i @st’rucﬁw

i

nd exciting one. . ? " :

He is likely to deny any knowledge of Com.-*

wunist espionage and declare that he is still pre-
‘fared to believe only that there might have been
o Communist parties, the legal one he ran and’
;shadowy undergréund of whose activities he
.44ys he was unaware.
H gg . LI N B : ]
“What headline riames Browder drops will be

{llustrate only the tolerance which he 5ays |
ost Americans regarded the Communists in thei

Earl Browder has resigned himself to appear-

witness on the 15 years when. the American Corn.

nd there sccims little ehance of fresh serisation |

i and -his wife Raissa Irene for perjury. This fact]

1he will get much
| struggle.

He will say that John L. Lewis invited th
(Communists to help him -organize the CIO i
11935. He will recall that Thomas E. Dewey wak
Ehappy for the support of a Communist trad
‘union committee when he ran for District Atto)
ney of New York in 1937, .
... He will report that. the Office, of Strategi¢
:Services, when A
¥o_.in World War 1T, Tnow recryited
flean Communisis o work with anti-Nazi_unde

ground groups in the occupied countries,
.. These are not so HiUeh révelations as fllustra
.tions from what is almost public knowledgd
: Browder has already said that he can throw little
'f any, public light upon the Communist under
i ground in government which Q,thér defectors lik
Whittaker Chambers and Louis Budenz have de
scribed.. He will disclaim any links with Franklid
Roosevelt except public support of the New Deal
; during various periods of the party line.
Ed . 0 ®

; If pressed for the names of Communists i
. government, there is no indication the Browde
‘would not claim the Fifth Amendment privileg
In general, he will deny that his party mad
j any attempt to infiltrate the government and ag
: sert to the contrary that it reserved ifs brightesi
‘young' men for assignment to the lahor, youtH
iand “peace” movements which were the focal
i points of its semi-open, “mass” activity.
Judge Mortis.has talked to Browder enough
; to have a genera] idea of what he is likely to say|
fand its generally low sensation content, The \inj
dieations are that Judge Morris would like to havd
Browdey testify anyway, and that the Jenner Com{
mittee 1§ disposed to have him. ‘
% *

#,

Browder will testify under the shadow of
Department of Justice indictment against himsel

appears to have little to do with his decision.,

If there 1s a Jenner wing of the Republican
Party which wants to listen to him and an Eisen-
hower wing which wants to jail him, Browder
is by now wise enough to have few. illusions that
personal profit from that

What seems more important to Browder is a
chance to get any forum tortell his story. The
core of his festimony will be his unshaken ‘belief

rly Thirties and which he asserts produced the
mosphere in which many persons were drawn
Ihto party associations for which they- suffer
tpaay. C o |
He is expected, as an instance, to describe a '

nversation during which Gen. Douglas MacAr- 0sitlon but’ Brogger is unregenerate in clinging to

thur indicated the lively curiousity about Com- ;it. That attfiude shou!d make him ;lr)e least sol-
ist ai hic owder revalemt o ' | BYS e ipvestiga-
KpRroned For RETS3ISr 30 /08708 &R-Rﬁ%—ﬂ@ﬁg gUilﬂ'M (o0Bassthe igvestig:

that his Communist party did more goad than
harm and that, when it was most influential, it
filled a national need for secial protest and aware-

ness of ‘inférnatignal problems.
This, ¢f ¢ , is & thoroughly debatable prop-




